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President’s Column 
A GOURD PATCH IS NOT ALWAYS A PIECE OF GROUND 

 

In Indiana there are two kinds of gourd patches.  A patch may be the spot of 
earth in which gourders place their seeds and from which they harvest  nature’s 
fascinating gourd children.  A patch may also be a group of people who come 
together to learn about, grow and/or craft with gourds. 

 

The Indiana Gourd Society has changed the requirements for patches so that 
there are no longer any geographic boundaries.  Anyone may start a patch with-
out concerns about boundary lines.   Patches represent groups of people with 
like interests who want to get together to talk about gourd growing, crafting, or 
gourds in general. 

 

The requirements are simple:  assemble at least two people with an interest in 
gourds, print from the IGS website the “New Patch Request Form”, complete it, 
and mail or fax it to Karen Niemeyer, President, Indiana Gourd Society, Inc., 
1217 Wesley Court, Thorntown, IN 46071-8955.  Fax 765 436 7011    The form 
asks who will act as Patch Leader,the number of persons interested, what the 
interest is (growing, crafting, other), and what support is needed from IGS as 
well as how the formation of the patch will attract new IGS members.. 

 

It is important that the group be willing to be registered (submit the form), and 
that members be willing to pay the $15.00  annual dues to IGS, and to follow 
the IGS mission statement and guidelines  The mission statement is “The Indi-
ana Gourd Society, through individual and organizational activities, promotes 

educational efforts which advance an appreciation for the gourd's role and sig-

nificance in past and present cultures and for gourd cultivation, crafting and 

artistry.”  The standing rules and guidelines are available on the IGS web site. 

 

For the time being Patch 1 in northern Indiana is the biggest gourd in the patch 
world.   Under the leadership of Sid Meyers, the patch mans a booth at the Janu-
ary garden show in Valparaiso, hosts a late summer tour of gourd growers in the 
area, and provides the gourd-power for the annual state show now held in South 
Bend.  In addition to Patch 1, which has been established for several years, 
patches formed under the new system include one in Johnson County, in Del-

(Continued on page 2) 
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SANDLADY’S GOURD FARM 
Retail and Wholesale:  We ship and sale at farm 

 

Kettle, Martin, African Kettle, Canteen, Tobacco Box 

Watermelon, Bushel, capsules,  Zukka,  oblong gourds,   

Mini Bottle, Mini Pear and Teardrop.  

Bombers are 2”-5” wide - containers or ornaments. 

 

Precut gourd bowls and Vases –retail or wholesale 

15 Seeds for above Gourds $2 package  

15 packages seeds $29.00 including s&h 

http://www.sandlady.com 

To order call 765-498-5428 or 

e-mail : sandlady@sandlady.com 
HELEN THOMAS, 10295 N. 700 W., TANGIER, IN 47952 

7 Miles West of US 41 on the Tangier Road 

phi, in Corydon/Evansville, in Pendleton,  and on January 13, Thorntown.   Temperatures may have been below zero, 
but six hardy gourdheads met at the Thorntown Public Library to create the Sugar Creek Gourd Patch.   Six others 
expressed interest but were unable to attend.  The group plans to meet on January 28 to view the Jim Story video, on 
February 11 to view the Carolyn Rushton “Across Indiana” DVD and learn basic woodburning, and on Feburary 25 
to begin making gifts for Christmas 2009.  On September 25-28 at the Sugar Creek Art Center and during the 36-
year-old Festival of the Turning Leaves the group plans to host a Crown of Thorntown Gourd Exhibition.  Enthusi-
asm was high as jewelry, hats, painting, and pyrography were discussed.  IGS memberships were paid and one pro-
fessional gardener summed up the feeling of the group, “I want to do it all!”  The age range is currently 46 to 92, but 
younger members will be encouraged to participate.   

All patches receive free booth space at IGS fall and spring membership meetings/festivals and may receive financial 
support if approved by the president and two directors who are appointed to assist the patch.   

 

Contact Karen Niemeyer (see officer list) for more information about participation in existing patches or the forma-
tion of new ones.  Spring will come ‘round again and that is the prefect time to sprout a gourd patch to meet local 
needs and interests.  The IGS leadership is willing to visit and provide demonstrations, lectures, and classes, as well 
as guidance.   

 

Is this the time for a Gourd Challenge?  How many active patches can be sprouted between 
now and the State Show on March 27-29?  We’ll list all patches, contact information, activities 
and membership totals in the next issue! 

 

Until then, 

Happy Gourding! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Wintergrowing  Article On Insert Page 

The Master Gardeners Show at Valparaiso is now over and all IGS members present seemed to have been busy, 

busy, busy with customers (or at least their questions) most of the day. We did have a chance to talk to a young lady 

who had an unusual display set up close to our area. The display was about Wintersowing. I gained permission to 

reprint an article in this issue of  The Tendril so all of our members could read it. 

We hope you enjoy the article. We also hope that some of our members actually try this and use the report form as a 

courtesy to the Wintergrowing Web site and IGS as well. In fact you might write up your experiences and we will 

put the article in The Tendril at some future date. 

FALL  FESTIVAL  FINALEFALL  FESTIVAL  FINALEFALL  FESTIVAL  FINALEFALL  FESTIVAL  FINALE    

Our IGS Annual Fall Festival, hosted at the Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds, was a complete success.  Our weather 
was moderate and attendance was good. 

Many gourdos and gourdettes pitched in with very special effort to insure success of the Festival.  To mention a few:  
Pat Moore, membership; Ron Pressel, pyrography; Dan Wallace, green cleaning; Emily Dillard, make it take it; 
Loretta Pressel, Ways & Means; Jesse Glessner, seed sales; Rich Rodriquez and Guy Shutt, auction; Carolyn Rush-
ton, display; Steve Sullivan, seed germination; Joyce Dankowski, sponge painting, Guy & Lois Shutt,  Kidz Korner.  
Thanks to each and every one of you!! 

Vendors?  You bet!  All reported doing well. Vendors really add a lot to all of our shows.  We had Helen Thomas, 
Phil and Jayne Hart, Joyce Dankowski, Wayne and Patty Blacker and Helen Parker.  I hope you’ll all return next 
year!! 

Oh yes!  Phil and Ruth Moorhead attended.  You bet.  Thanks for all your great help and advice during and before the 
Festival.  Sid had to work.  Thanks for helping, Renee. 

Next year?  No final plans as yet, but stay tuned.  Plant early.  Plant many.  Water.  Grow.  Harvest.  Green clean.  
Decorate.  Keep.  Sell.  Share.  Give.  ENJOY and GREAT GOURDING. Suggestions for improving the show are 

always welcome. 

        Bill Freihofer 
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Meet The Members 
 

“Team Pressel” - Loretta and Ron Pressel 

Many of you may know the Pressels as the workers behind the Ways and Means tables, but there is 
much more to these active members.   Joining the Indiana Gourd Society in 2000,   Ron and Loretta 
have been married for 15 years, having met in church.  Loretta has five grandchildren; Ron has three, 
with three great grandchildren. 

Ron has a deep farming background.  He has a degree 
in Agronomy from Purdue, and runs a 350 acre farm, 
in Walkerton, LaPorte County.   He enjoys antique 
farm equipment, when not farming or working on his 
gourd art.    He has been the Director of Kankakee 
Valley Rural Electric Members Co-operative for12 
years.   Most people don’t know that he is also an 
electronic specialist in guided missiles.  He has served 
the IGS in many capacities: 2nd V.P., director, state 
fair chairman for 3 years and volunteers  to help with 
whatever projects are needed. 

Loretta worked for 30 years as a quality control in-
spector at Hawmet, which makes parts for aircraft engines.  She takes that quality control mindset 
with her to the garden, as she deals with their extensive vegetable and herb garden, flower garden, 
grape arbor and tree nursery.  She has been a Master Gardener for 12 years.  After reaping the rewards 
of the garden, she enjoys preserving the produce, and entering fairs with all kinds of preserves, can-
ning and baking, as well as all kinds of crafts.  Using gourds, she has done leather dyeing, painting, 
weaving, decoupage, and other techniques.  Loretta is currently IGS Recording Secretary and has 
served as Ways and Means chair several times. 

“Team Pressel” go to auctions together, travel together, work on gourds together, volunteer at the La-
Porte County Fair Development Committee and Log Cabin Committee, recreating pioneer days with 
fun and food.  They are leaders in their church. 

They grow their gourds on trellises,  and that covers approximately one acre.  They’ve grown most 
varieties of gourds, especially extra long handled dippers, apples, and cannon balls. 

Ron learned to woodburn from Joe Lee, though he has enjoyed drawing since second grade.  This urge 
to draw has fascinated him, has been a strong, lifetime interest.   .Ron has researched the themes of 
Native American Culture for many years,  to understand the patterns they chose, and the culture be-
hind the patterns.   It is with this kind of respect that Ron and Loretta, as do many of our gourd artists, 
work on their pieces.  “ Artists try to honor those cultures through their gourd pieces.  They put part of 
their own souls into their work.”   It shows. 

by Ruth Moorhead 
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GOURD CLEANING 

There are two methods that I use: (1) Green clean. (2) Clean when dry. I use these methods for both ornamentals 
and hardshells. Green cleaning is the scraping the skin from green (fresh) gourds prior to the start of the curing process. 
Dry cleaning is done after gourds dry. I need to add that gourds can be cleaned anytime during the curing (drying) proc-
ess. There is a stage in the drying process when the skin comes off easily. Observe gourds being cured outside and when 
the skin is soft and comes off in large pieces it is a good time to clean. Advantages of green cleaning are: You get gourds 
free of mold spots; Gourds dry fast. I have had green cleaned gourds dry in four weeks. 

Green cleaning tips: It is important to select fully mature gourds because immature gourds will shrivel and crack 
during the drying process. Green cleaned gourds dry rapidly and cause cracking, & shriveling. With experience you will 
learn to read gourds, enabling you to determine which ones are mature. To remove the skin, scrape with a pocket or par-
ing knife. The stem has a skin too which should be removed by scraping. When the scraping procedure is complete, 
wash (scrub) the gourd in warm, soap sudsy water with a copper or steel scouring pad to remove fine skin particles 
missed in the scraping process. 

Gourd stem tips: Sometimes it takes me as long to clean a gourd stem as it does the gourd. I save gourd stems as 
replacements for lost or weak stems. When I judge gourds particular attention is paid to the stems. The appearance of a 
gourd stem can be enhanced by proper cleaning, sanding and cutting tip at an angle. Look at gourd stems on craft in 
gourd shows and see which ones are well groomed and those that are not. 

From our IGS Archived Articles 

CURRENT TIP:   Try this for cleaning moldy gourds:  A bucket of warm water, some dish soap, a little fabric softener 

and a bit of bleach. Weight the gourd for a complete soak. Let soak for two hours. Use a plastic handled stainless scrub-

ber to easily scrub off the mold. Clean the stem area and the “belly button” area with a knife. 



Page 6 THE TENDRIL 

 

 

Copyright © 2009  Indiana Gourd Society, Inc., All Rights Reserved  

2009 Show Updates 

2009 Show Book Errata2009 Show Book Errata2009 Show Book Errata2009 Show Book Errata    

PLEASE! Make these changes in 

your book or on your calendar . 

Page 2  Below Workshops 

Left Side Days and Dates Should Be 

The Following 

Thursday March 26th 

Friday March 27th 

Saturday March 28th 

Sunday March 29th 

 

Workshop Registration Form—Pg 29 

Friday classes:        March 27 

Saturday classes:    March 28 

Sunday classes:       March 29 

 

On page 2, the correct dates for the 

show are Friday (March 27), Saturday 

(March 28) and Sunday (March 29). 

The April dates are not correct. Sorry 

for the confusion.  

 

-- Tom Benedict is the new vendor 

chair, his address is 6875 St. Rd 17, 

Plymouth, IN 46563, phone 574 936 

4805 or vendor-

chair@indianagourdsociety.org. 

Please send vendor registration forms 

for the state show to him. 

 

-- Class 82 description should be "80 

and 81", not 82 and 83. 

 

-- On page 13, the "Class 60-64 Require-

ments" should apply to Class 60-63 

only. 

 

-- Class 90 the description should say 

"This class must be pre-registered", 

not division. 

Show Chair Report 
Time for count down!!!  We have less than 3 months left before the 

show is here.  Excitement is brewing, and we hope it will be fun for 

everyone again this year at the St. Joseph County Fairgrounds.  Al-

ice has some schools lined up for exhibition, along with another for 

the art raffle.  Ida has been getting registrations for the workshops, 

and Joyce is working at getting the volunteers lined up.  I have been 

contacting those who helped out last year, and getting advertising 

for our event lined up.  About the only thing that we will need help 

with besides set up and tear down is for everyone to wish, pray, and 

hope for good weather.  I figure if we all strive for the same thing, 

tolerable weather, then hopefully it will come to be!!  We look for-

ward to presenting “Gourds-Going to the Birds” in 2009. 

 

See you at the show, 

Renee Meyers,    Show Chair 

Workshops! Workshops! Work-

shops! 
Hello Everyone 

I hope you are all getting excited about the Spring 

(State)    Show.  I think this will be a long winter and we 

all need something to look forward to, I know I do. I hope 

you are reading our show book from front to back.  There is 

a lot of important information about entering in the compe-

tition besides checking out all the workshops we are offer-

ing this year.   

 

We have tried to offer a variety of workshops to give you an 

opportunity to learn new things to do with your 

gourds.  We hope to attract more men to our workshops as 

well as the ladies and young people.  I know there are a lot 

of talented guys so don't be shy.  If there is something in 

specific any of you would like us to have a workshop on, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.   

  

Please get your workshop applications in as soon as possi-

ble.  All classes are still open at this time. 

  

See you at the show. 

  

Ida Kennedy,    Workshop Chairperson 

Volunteers needed for the Spring Show. Volunteer get limited 

entry to the show , depending on amount of volunteer time, plus 

the benefits of associating with a great group of people and ad-

vancing the cause of the IGS. 
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VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS    

Something important to all of our shows is our cadre of 

volunteers. But, we need more of our members  to help carry 

out the 2009 State Show and to help man the 2009 State Fair 

booth. 

Our volunteers get what we can afford as a non-profit 

society in the way of benefits—free entry to the shows for a 

limited time, depending on how much you volunteer. This is 

a great way to meet and connect with and get to know other 

members of the society. So, if you’re interested, so are we. 

Volunteer forms will be in the 2009 Show Catalog. Just 

fill out and submit.  For the State Fair, just eMail anyone on 

the back cover of the Tendril with the dates and times you 

will be helping out. 

Jesse 

 

Kids! Kids! & More Kids! 
 

Thanks to all that had the pleasure of getting some youths in-
volved with this years state show.   
 
If you could please pre-register their projects before the show, it 
will make it so much easier for all involved.  All we need is their 
name – Div. 8 & the class they fit under class 96-103.   
 
If you have high school students they may be entered under youth 
or into the adult division, again we ask for name-division & class. 
 
Thank you, 
Alice Pawlowski     Co-Chair 2009 State Show 

Patch Opportunities 

I recently heard a lobbyist state that “government is run by 

those who show up”.  After 4 years as president of the IGS I feel 

certain that to some degree that is true even within our great 

organization.  HOWEVER, there is a great opportunity available 

to all members of the IGS.  Renee and I have been receiving 

considerable recognition for the accomplishments of Patch 1.  

The truth of the matter is that we only facilitate an active and 

energetic group of people.  Without these people Patch 1 would 

not exist and be so successful. 

This is all noteworthy because any group of members can 

start a patch.  You will find applications and requirements in 

other places such as, The Tendril, our website, or any executive 

board member.  The beauty of our current set up is that a group 

of people who get together because of the gourd can bond to-

gether with other gourdheads.  Not only can this be a very en-

joyable period of time, it also gives that group of people a voice 

within the IGS.   Each patch will eventually develop their own 

identity, and some one active within the IGS will recognize this 

identity and know how to use it to benefit the entire IGS. 

These patches have very few restrictions.  You can be a 

group of growers, crafters, artists, or just plain gourdheads, or 

any combination of the above.  This is a good opportunity to 

learn from others, as most gourdheads are very knowledgeable 

and willing to share with others.  We have learned more from 

our patch members, than we had ever thought possible. 

We live one mile from the Michigan state line, and know all 

too well that a trip to Kentucky is at least a 5 hour venture.  We 

also know that it will take approximately one and a half hours to 

go across the state.  These times are using interstate highways.  

Which brings me to the point that the best way to truly have a 

Indiana Gourd Society, is for patches to form throughout the 

state.  What seems large for one person or one patch could be 

quite small with several people in several patches.  The gourd 

gives us excellent opportunities for enjoyment and fellowship 

and starting a new patch creates the opportunity for both.  I en-

courage more people to consider starting a local patch. 

Sid Meyers,    1 Vice President 

Still Sharing Gourd InformationStill Sharing Gourd InformationStill Sharing Gourd InformationStill Sharing Gourd Information    
 

I'd like to say hello to all my gourd friends.  I didn't make it to 
any gourd meetings this year but I'm still spreading the word 
about gourds in my area by giving two gourd presentations in 
2008. One to a Red Hat Society and another at a Mothers Day 
dinner. It's always fun to share information about gourds and 
let people see all the different possibilities you can do with 
them. 

Notice About Workshop  -  State 

Show 2009 
I would like to let people know that we will be canceling 
some of the workshops if the signup is very low.  We are 
looking for ways to cut expenses and this is probably a nec-
essary step due to the circumstances of the economy and 
low registrations.  

I would also like to remind people that the dates on the reg-
istration form are not correct. The dates should be Friday, 
March 27; Saturday, March 28; and Sunday, March 29.  If 
you intend to sign up for a workshop you should do so im-
mediately . 

Ida Kennedy 

Learning About Gourd Crafts 
Do you have a special skill in crafting gourds? We are looking 

for articles for The Tendril as well as updating and adding to 

our Educational Articles. On one of these cold winter evenings 

curl up with your word processor and spell it out for us! 
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Introducing 

Mardi Gourds   Gourd art & supply 
Providing Fine Gourd Art, Tools, Supplies, 

Classes, and Tutorials 

To meet the needs of the Gourd Enthusiast 

Visit us at our website    www.mardigourds.com 

or call toll free 866-507-2111 

Mary and Dick Segreto     info@mardigourds.com 

STOP! Don't Throw Away Those MOLDY GOURDS! 
For all "newcomers" to the World of Gourds, one of the most common "bad habits", is to throw away those moldy, nasty 

looking gourds. Very commonly, when one first becomes acquainted with fresh gourds, and they begin to get moldy, this is what 
happens. However, not all gourds go through a molding stage, depending on their environment. 

If the gourd is still firm to shape during this molding stage, it is going through its' natural "drying out" process. The mois-
ture from within the gourd is escaping. The gourd is typically said to be 95%-99% water. Whatever the percentage is, it is quite high. 

Common to a lot of folks, the skin is removed for preservation of the gourd. Although, it is not necessary to remove the skin 
for all its' intended uses (ex. birdhouses). Once a gourd is dry, the seeds will normally be able to be shaken loose, and will be able to 
hear rattle. It will keep indefinitely under the right environment, depending also, on its intent of use. 

Usually, during the molding stage, the skin that is molding the most, can be removed very easily when submerged and 
scrubbed in a tub of warm water. Whereas the skin that is not molding can be very stubborn to remove and a scraping tool may be 
necessary to use. OR again, depending on its' intended use, this portion of the skin may be left intact indefinitely, or it may become 
moldy again later, and the skin removed at that time. Usually though, any gourd used for craftwork (ex. painting, etc.), it is recom-
mended that all skin be removed. 

As long as the gourd retains its' mature shape, and remains firm and solid to the touch, it will probably dry out for you. 
Some gourds have even been known to wrinkle somewhat and still continue to dry out. Pieces of these are capable of being used for 
various unique functions (ex. masks, headwear, jewelry, etc.). If gourds wrinkle and shrivel up, becoming mushy, and losing their 
shape, chances are, they weren't "mature" gourds when they were picked or when the plant died off. Sometimes when purchasing 
gourds at Festivals and such, it can be very hard to determine which gourds are mature and which ones aren't. Most of the time a 
mushy or soft gourd was harvested pre-maturely. When selecting "fresh picked" gourds, if you want "keepers", try to select good 
solid firm gourds for your best choice. However, some of these gourds may still be very solid, and haven't started to show their 
"immaturity" yet. It can be very frustrating, while at the same time , very fun making a decision. If you have the opportunity, ask the 
Grower. The increasing interest in gourds is seemingly growing by leaps-and-bounds. It seems as though someone is always looking 
for certain gourds. 

The main thing to remember when working with gourd, is the many variables you have to deal with. The same attempt will 
not necessarily yield the same results every time. The overall environment plays the major factor (ex. moisture, sunlight, heat, hu-
midity, wind, soil, etc.). There are so many different growing and crafting techniques that you can experience. I truly believe, this is 
why so many people have become intrigued with gourds. 

So.., when those gourds begin to mold on you this Fall and Winter, "Don't throw them out!" (Unless you just want to, or 
need to---- "which I hope not!") Clean-em up, and enter them in the Gourd Show(s), and/or share them with others ...and Gourd 
Luck! 

From our IGS Archived Articles 
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After MANY years of serving as the IGS Kid’s Patch representatives, Guy and Lois Shutt have decided to 

hang up their paint and brushes.  We in the society owe them a huge “Thank You” for the contributions that 

they made.  We will still see them at IGS events, but not in their 

usual capacity.  Thank you Guy and Lois for all you do for the 

society. 

Mary Cuff has agreed to take over as the Kids Patch representa-

tive.  Mary also loves kids, and I know that she will do the Shutt’s 

proud.  But she needs your help.  To continue in this endeavor, I 

would like to ask for contributions.  If you could bring a bottle of 

acrylic paint, and an in expensive paint brush to the State Show 

for the kids to use, it would be appreciated.  These products would 

then be used when the kids patch is done at the locations the IGS 

will have an event. There are always a lot of children that attend at 

these events, and we would like to supply them with the tools they 

need to create their own works of art.  Sid and I will supply the egg gourds this year for the show, but if any-

one else would like to bring any to the show, that would be great. 

I thank you all for your help in helping the Kids Patch to succeed.                  Renee Meyers,  Show Chair 

The entire IGS membership shares its gratitude to Guy and Lois also. 

NEWS  FLASH!        KID PATCH UPDATE  
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Patch 1 Report 

During 2008, Patch 1 has lost some members, and gained some.  No matter how many we have, or where we 

are, we always seem to have a great time.  During the year, we had a festival of our own, sold plants, crafted 

gourds, and had an auction.  We also had a patch visit to see how others within our group grow their gourds, 

and ate a little food along the way. We always look forward to one or more in the group teaching a new tech-

nique, or giving a little clue to help them achieve the wanted result.   

But we all look forward to the annual Christmas dinner, and gourd gift exchange.  We all gathered at 

Christo’s Family Dining in La Porte on January 4, and to add a plus to the event, the dinner was paid for thru 

efforts from those in the patch.  We have a surplus in our account now, and we voted to use the money to pay 

for the meal.  We earned this money thru the auctions that we have with our patch festivals, along with any 

vendor fees collected.    

The gourd gift exchange is always worth the wait, with some VERY nice pieces being given.  Below is a pic-

ture of this year’s attendees.   Pictured are  first row; Flo Schneider, Loretta Pressel, Peg Miller, Robbie 

Hiduke, Brenda Rodriguez,  Second row; Judy Millard, Ron Pressel,  Sherry Benedict, Blanche Murrin, Al-

ice Pawlowski, Ray Nixon, Sid Meyers,  Third row; Jerry Millard, Derlene Olson, Tom Benedict, Mary Cuff, 

Rich Rodriguez.  Missing were Joyce Dankowski,  Ida Kennedy, and Kim and Bill Schultz. 

By Renee Meyers 
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February 6-8, 2009..Wuertz Farm's 6th Annual Gourd Festival  in 

Casa Grande AZ.. Features over 100 Gourd Artists and Vendors, 

Reserved Classes, AzGS Judged Show, Sailing Regourda, Mini 

Gourdster Races, Gourd Games, Flash Gourdon, Non-Stop Live 

Musical Entertainment, Great Food & Thousands of Dried Gourds for 

Sale!  
.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

February 20-22, 2009    Marion County Gourd Artist Show, The 

Market of Marion, Belleview, FL. Classes, vendors, judging.  For 

information www.themarketofmarion.com (click on events and then 

Marion County Gourd show.)  
.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

February 21, 2009    IGS Seed Packaging Day Thorntown Public 

Library, Thorntown, Indiana, from 9:00 AM until finished. A Board 

Meeting will immediately follow. [An IGS Event] 

.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

Feb 27-Mar1, 2009.   Florida Gourd Society 11th annual Florida 

Gourd Show in Palatka Florida  
.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

March 27, 28, & 29, 2009    IGS State Gourd Show 

St. Joseph County Fairgrounds, 5117 S. Ironwood Rd,  

South Bend, IN 46614   Map 

Admission: $6 (this is a change from last year) for entire weekend, 

open to public 

Large gourd competition, Vendors, IGS Gourd store, Gourd Seeds 

Demonstrations, kids booth, Auction Saturday and Sunday 

For additional info: Renee Meyers, 574-229-0895 or e-mail: 

showchair@indianagourdsociety.org 

[An IGS Sponsored Event] 

.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

April 19, 2009   3rd annual Gourd Educational Day in Laurens, SC 

at Ghost Creek Gourd Farm.  We  will have classes, work stations, and 

a raffle. (9 am to 5 pm) For more information: SCGourdSociety.com  

.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

May 9, 2009     Mississippi Farms Gourd Festival  Saturday   9am -

5pm  classes will be offered. Adkins Farms, Booneville, MS 38829, 

www.adkinsfarms.com 
.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————

May 16, 2009   The Spring/Festival Membership Meeting  

LaPorte County Fairgrounds, LaPorte, IN.  Sid Meyers, 1st Vice-

President is the chairperson of this event. 
.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

August 7—23, 2009   2009 State Fair.  Year of Tomatoes. See next 

Tendril issue for important information concerning your entries into 

State Fair competition, both from the State Fair and from the Indiana 

Gourd Society. Extended time period covers three weekends! 

Volunteers needed to man the booth for the extra week. 
.————————————————————————–————–—————————————————————-

Nov 7, 2009     IGS Fall Festival  Saturday 9:00AM to 3:00PM, 

Lafayette, Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds. 

Gourd  Happenings  In  Our  Gourdgeous  WorldGourd  Happenings  In  Our  Gourdgeous  WorldGourd  Happenings  In  Our  Gourdgeous  WorldGourd  Happenings  In  Our  Gourdgeous  World    

Valpo  Show  Photos 

A shot of the official IGS booth (not vendors) where many times we had people 

standing in line waiting to talk to one of the three people manning the booth. Some of 

our “new look” is showing on the table in the back. We had no floor space for the 

arbor setup but the table worked nicely. It isn’t all together yet, so you will have to 

come to the Spring show to see if we’ve completed the setup! 

 
 

The items below were on display at the 

IGS tables as being representative of 

items that will be made in various work-

shops.  

 

If you haven’t signed up for a workshop 

you may still be able to do so. Contact 

the Workshop Coordinator, Ida Ken-

nedy -  

workshop@indianagourdsociety.org  



Page 12 THE TENDRIL 

 

 

Copyright © 2009  Indiana Gourd Society, Inc., All Rights Reserved  

INDIANA GOURD SOCIETY, INC. 

The editors reserve the right to edit any 
submissions for content and consistency. All 
contents copyright © Indiana Gourd Society 

1997— 2008. For permission to reprint excerpts, 
please contact Jesse Glessner at  -  
editor@IndianaGourdSociety.org 
 

The Tendril, published 6 times per year 

Jesse Glessner, Editor 
1400 W. McDonald St. 
Hartford City, IN  47348 
Phone 765-348-0344 
eMail  editor@indianagourdsociety.com 
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691 W. Veach Road 
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President, Indiana Gourd Society 
Karen K. Niemeyer 
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Thorntown, IN  46071-8955 
Telephone:  765-436-7518 
Fax:   765-436-7011 
eMail:  kniemeyer@thorntown.lib.in.us 

THE TENDRIL 

P.O. BOX 822 

MARION, IN  46952 

All submissions due March 15, 2009  

for the next Tendril Issue! 

ADS ARE TO BE PREPAID. SUBMIS-

SIONS MUST BE IN JPEG FORMAT.  

All submissions welcome! ARTICLES 

MUST BE IN MS WORD OR RTF FOR-

MAT. Send as an attachment to your eMail or 
mail your submissions to the above address. 
Please send us your pictures, stories, tutorials, 
and anything else gourd related plus your sug-

gestions for improving or inclusion in The 
Tendril.  

 CHECK EXPIRATION DATE ABOVE 

YOUR ADDRESS! THIS MAY BE YOUR 

LAST ISSUE 

IGS   Advertising   Rates 

2” Column $10 
1/4 page $15 1/2 PAGE $30 
1/3 page $22.50 Full page $60 

IGS Executive BoardIGS Executive BoardIGS Executive BoardIGS Executive Board    
 

President  -  Karen K. Niemeyer  -  Niemeyer@frontiernet.net 

1stVicePresident  -  Sid Meyers  –  srmeyers@galaxyinternet.net 

2ndVicePresident  -  Bill Freihofer  -  wfreihofer@yahoo.com 

Secretary  -  Loretta Pressel  -  pressel@kvremcwb.com 

Treasurer  -  Phil Moorhead- moorheap@yahoo.com 

Membership Sec’y  -  Pat Moore  -  pmoore@hughes.net 

Director  -  Ida Kennedy  - ikennedy5@msn.com 

Director  -  Rich Rodriguez-rich8141@embarqmail.com 

Director  -  Carolyn Rushton  - crrush57@yahoo.com 

Director  -  Guy Shutt  -  glshutt@ffni.com 

Director  -  Emily Wallace  - emmewal@aol.com 
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